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Hola to everyone.  

 

It was a great pleasure to attend the 14th Biennial International Conference of 

the IAWJ in Buenos Aires. Thirty four delegates from Australia attended and the 

conference itself had over 900  delegates from around the world. As you know 

there were some challenges in arranging the delegates from Papua New Guinea 

to attend but they all made it and it was wonderful to spend time with them. 

 

There were a few highlights of the conference, in particular the first day which 

was held at the Teatro Colon in Buenos Aires, a truly magnificent building. Some 

of us were also fortunate to be invited to a function hosted by the New Zealand 

Ambassador to Argentina, where we were welcomed with good food, wine and 

excellent company. The next Biennial Conference for the IAWJ will  be held in New 

Zealand and I encourage you all to save the date. We were also invited to the 

Australian Embassy which was a well-attended and enjoyable function. Finally 

the Gala Dinner on the last day of the conference was the highlight with 

delegates being encouraged to wear their National dress. It was a truly colourful 

 and uplifting event. 

 

It was a pleasure to spend time with you all and I encourage those who couldn’t 

make it to join us in New Zealand in 2  years’ time. 

 

This newsletter provides a brief summary of the content of the conference, the 

theme of which was “ Building Bridges Between Women Judges of the World”. 

 

Abrazos amigos  

by Judge Robyn Tuppman 

IAWJ CONFERENCE 2018

- RETIREMENT DINNER 

FOR THE HONOURABLE 

JANE MATHEWS, AO



This session explored some of the legal advances in

combating gender-based violence that have occurred in

South and Central American countries since the Inter-

American Convention on the Prevention Punishment and

Eradication of Violence against Women (the Belem do

Para Convention) was first adopted in 1994 .   The

Conference heard speakers from Argentina, Peru,

Paraguay, Guatemala, Ecuador and Mexico.  These

countries have amended their criminal codes to provide

for crimes of femicide and other crimes of gender-based

violence.  Several countries have also established

specialist courts to deal with domestic violence.  Of

particular note: 

 

• The Argentinian moderator spoke of the relationship

between gender-based violence and institutional

violence: the indifference of health, justice and other

institutions to the issues confronting victims of gender-

based violence. 

Session 2  by Chief Justice Murrell 

DEVELOPMENTS IN GENDER- 

BASED VIOLENCE LAW: 

FEMINICIDE, THE BELEM DO 

PARA CONVENTION AND 

OTHER INNOVATIONS

• Although the Convention speaks of 

physical, psychological and sexual 

violence, in Guatemala there are now 

laws prohibiting economic violence, 

e.g. the economic duress associated 

with hiding a woman’s identity 

documents were hidden. 

 

• In 2017 ,  there were more than 

100 ,000  cases of domestic violence 

in Peru, and 10  women a month are 

victims of femicide. Historically, 

violence against women has been 

considered to be a “crime of 

passion”, warranting relatively little 

punishment. However, things are 

changing. In 2017 ,  women judges 

took to the streets with placards to 

demonstrate against gender-based 

violence! 

 

• The message from the Mexican 

speaker was “we must mainstream 

the gender perspective”. 
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Two main themes emerged in this session.  The first

focused on inequality experienced by women in some

societies, despite laws or treaties that have been

passed in those countries to protect human rights.  An

attorney from Myanmar, Zar Li Aye who belongs to an

indigenous group explained that, despite the ratification

by Myanmar of CEDAW, primacy was given in Myanmar to

customary law which discriminates against indigenous

woman in inheritance and property rights.  Rabaa Al

Zreqat from Syria described the discriminatory practices

applying to women in everyday life, despite Arabic

countries acceding to relevant treaties.  Those present

at the conference stood for this presenter to show their

support for her and her colleagues.  

 

The second theme in this session addressed challenges

experiences by women Judges.  Fahima Amini from

Afghanistan spoke of the unequal access for women to

educational opportunities and practical legal training.

 Rasha Ibrahim Hammad from Palestine reported that

culture has changed to some degree in Palestine from

the attitude to the first women Judges for whom people

refused to stand, but emphasised that the support of

the leaders of the court for women Judges remains

important.   

 

The concluding speaker, Maria Soledad Gennari, from

Argentina suggested that relevant public policies on

gender must be articulated and coordinated amongst all

arms of Government to achieve gender equality.                

Session 3  by Judge Debra Mullins 

THE LEGAL SITUATION OF 

WOMEN:  PERSPECTIVES 

FROM AROUND THE WORLD

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H
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“For centuries women have not been judges in the Middle

East’s Shari’a Courts” 

 

Thus begins this film, describing the incredible life of

Palestinian Judge Kholoud Al-Faqih of Palestine, the first

woman ever appointed to a Shari’a court in the Middle

East.  As Judge Al-faqih points out with beautiful clarity:

“I l ive in the 21st century.   It doesn’t make sense to use

10th century customs.”  

 

Her robust, well-reasoned religious arguments convince

the Chief Justice, Sheikh Tayseer Al-Tamimi that neither

the Koran nor the Hanifi Islamic school prohibits women

being appointed to the Courts.   In 2009  he appointed

Judge Al-faqih and her colleague Asmahan Al-Wahidi to

the Shari’a Court, but that was only the first step.    

While her family celebrated her appointment with pride

and excitement, Judge Al-faqih continued to fight

against entrenched opposition and has overcome

extraordinary obstacles to pursue her career.  The next

Chief Justice sidelines Al-faqih and Al-Wahidi by

removing their caseload for five frustrating years.

Despite these setbacks, 

 

Judge Al-Faqih maintains an eternally warm smile as she

juggles her time between the day to day demands of

work and family and her ongoing battle against religious

conservatism in modern day Palestine. 

 

The array of conservative voices speaking out against

Al-faqih is confronting, but the film is inspiring and

ultimately uplifting as her tough-minded determination

is rewarded.

Session 4  by Judge Charlotte Kelly 

FILM SCREENING:  

"THE JUDGE"
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The panel included Judges from Argentina, the 

United States, France and the Philippines who 

discussed various case studies. 

 

The Argentinian Judge spoke of a complex case of 

return from Argentina to Spain emphasising the 

Judge’s involvement in the execution of the return 

order and supervision thereof. 

 

The French case study involved parties in Mexico 

and France and was resolved at mediation with the 

Judge confirming the agreement reached by the 

parents. 

 

In her case study, the United States Judge 

emphasised the importance of there being no 

delay in determining these matters. Reference 

was also made to the value of the involvement of 

the Hague network Judge and the assistance that 

Judge could provide. 

 

The Philippines has signed the Convention 

although there is no enabling legislation as yet  .  

The lively discussion was both interesting and 

informative. 

Session 5  by Justice Susan Duncanson 

CIVIL ASPECTS OF 

INTERNATIONAL CHILD 

ABDUCTION-CONVENTIONS 

OF THE HAGUE 1980 AND 

INTER AMERICAN 

CONVENTION ON 

INTERNATIONAL RETURN OF 

CHILDREN (MONTEVIDEO 

1980)”.
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In this session the six judges (Fleur Kingham, 

Rachel Pepper (presenting on behalf of Fleur 

Kingham) and Peta Stilgoe from Australia, Anna 

Shane Kgoele from South Africa, Clara Falcone 

from Argentina and Carolina Alcala Valenzuela) 

discussed the need to protect the environment 

through the application of domestic and 

international law and of the disproportionate 

consequences that continued environmental 

degradation had on women and indigenous peoples 

(especially indigenous women). 

 

The judges from various countries spoke of the 

need to be mindful of and, if permissible, 

accommodate these consequences wherever 

possible. Further, it was noted that harm to the 

environment, whether the result of pollution, 

habitat destruction or climate change, had effects 

that transcended the immediate act. 

Session 5B by Justice Rachel Pepper

ENVIRONMENT, SUSTAINABLE 

GROWTH AND GENDER For example, the inability to readily access clean 

drinking water meant that women (and children in 

many cases) had to travel further to obtain the 

resource thereby increasing their vulnerability to 

violence and exploitation. 

In this context, the need for greater ‘green’ 

judicial training was emphasised in order for 

judges to be able to understand and therefore 

apply environmental concepts such as the 

precautionary principle, intergenerational equity 

and the principle of non-regression in their 

everyday work. 

The ensuing debate was lively, with most of the 

questions put to the panel being directed to the 

Australian judges sitting on specialist land courts, 

such as the Land Court in Queensland and the Land 

and Environment Court in New South Wales. In 

particular, the attendees of this session wanted 

to know more about the procedure of those 

courts, the powers they had to make orders 

protecting the environment, and the enforceability 

of those orders.  



Judge Lee began with a description of the E-Court 

technology being introduced in Chinese Taipei, 

including immediate access to transcript for all 

participants, a video Courtroom to enable a victim 

to give evidence remotely without facing the 

accused and microphones which can change the 

voice of a witness, if needed. She concluded with a 

call to increase women’s involvement in science & 

technology education, so that we are equal 

participants in this developing technology. 

 

Judge Dupuy and Judge Molena reminded us how the 

Internet & Communication Technologies (ICT) have 

created ever greater opportunities for girls and 

women to be abused.  Young girls are not only 

sexually assaulted, the assault may be recorded and 

then streamed around the world; violent partners 

stalk their victims by locator Apps or install 

spyware to access her phone or computer cameras; 

the list goes on.  They informed us that Argentina 

was about to sign up to the Budapest Convention on 

Cybercrime, joining nearly 60  other countries, 

including Australia, Chile, the USA and the European 

Union. 

 

Session 5C by Judge Charlotte Kelly 

NEW TECHNOLOGIES & 

GENDER
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This same ICT technology can also be used 

to protect women and improve their access 

to justice.  Some districts in Argentina use 

the same locator technology to track 

abusers – a victim will  receive an electronic 

warning if he is nearby and the abuser 

himself will  receive an electronic warning to 

leave the vicinity. Judge de Mello noted that 

there has been a huge uptake of mobile 

phone technology in the third world. The 

police and the Courts are struggling to keep 

up with these developments, but the 

recently appointed Tanzanian Chief Justice 

has made Internet & Communications 

Technology a priority for their judiciary. 

 

Judge Onkwani & Magistrate Njagi noted 

that the challenge for Courts in Kenya and 

elsewhere is to ensure that ICT 

improvements are responsive to women’s 

needs and properly funded in regional and 

remote districts as well as urban centres.  



Jody Wilson-Raybould, the Canadian Minister of Justice and Attorney-General, spoke about growing 

up with traditional values in a First Nations clan at the north of Vancouver Island, and her 

subsequent career as a Crown Prosecutor, Treaty Commissioner and Regional Chief of the B.C. 

Assembly of First Nations.  

 

She traced the history of indigenous people within the Canadian legal system, which had many 

parallels with the treatment of indigenous people in the Australian legal system.  She outlined some 

of the reforms which she had implemented as Attorney-General, in areas such as bail,  jury 

selection, and sentencing, in order to try to overcome historic disadvantage.  

 

She also spoke about proposals for promoting greater indigenous self-determination, and the 

possibility of recognition legislation under the Constitution.  Since she assumed her current office 

in November 2015 ,  she has been able to actively promote racial, gender and other diversity, 

through the appointment of more than 170  judges across Canada.

Session 6  - Conversation with Jody Wilson-Raybould, 

Minister of Justice Canada by Justice Hollingworth 

BUILDING BRIDGES WITH 

JUDGES WHO BELONG TO 

&/OR SERVE INDIGENOUS 

COMMUNITIES 
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Erica Chavez discussed the trends in “digital justice”:

 virtual hearings and trials, geolocation data,

technically competent lawyers, and e-filing.  She

mentioned the importance of leadership and global

collaboration in the development of technology-related

public policies to solve complex social challenges, and

the need to focus on disadvantaged groups to make

sure they were included. 

 

Helen Moronkeji spoke about the implementation of the

Nigerian Judicial Information Technology Policy, which

she said was highly influenced by the American system. 

 

Catherine Hoskins spoke about the use of technology in

her state, Utah:  e-filing facilitating access to entire

file and instant notification of orders, on-line dispute

resolution for cases worth less than $10 ,000 ;  text

messages or phone calls to defendants to remind them

to turn up to court, and video conferences for bail

hearings. 

 

Vivian Lopez began with an account of the history of

Paraguay, noting that despite a succession of

autocratic governments and discriminatory and violent

conduct against women, 49 .8% of the judges in the

country are women.  She believed that technology

allowed for a better balance of work and family life and

enabled women to be more competitive.  

Session 7  by Justice Anna Katzmann

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION 

OF THE JUDICIARY AND THE 

LEGAL PROFESSION: 

BUILDING DIGITAL BRIDGES

She was enthusiastic about her ability to 

access the digital court file from home. 

She also mentioned that technology was 

used to protect women through the use of 

electronic bracelets for offenders. 

 

Anisa Dhanji noted that the UK Government 

had committed about £1  bill ion over the 

next six years to modernise the court 

system, a large part of which was to be 

directed to digitalising court programs. 

 She said that crown courts are currently 

virtually paper-less.  She spoke about 

video-linked hearings, low-level offences 

being dealt with on-line, and the ability to 

watch the proceedings of the Supreme 

Court.  She considered that the use of 

technology increased access to justice by 

helping to de-mystify legal procedures. 

 Like Vivian Lopez, she also considered that 

the digital court file and the intranet made 

it easier for women because it enabled 

work to be done from home.  But at the 

same time she warned that remote 

hearings might cause litigants and 

witnesses to become disconnected from 

court proceedings, that it might be difficult 

for judges to discern whether a witness 

has a disability, and that empathy may be 

lost.  She also queried whether giving 

evidence remotely might make a witness 

less likely to tell the truth.  She said that 

evidence was emerging that video (or on- 

line) hearings reduces respect for the law. 

 Finally, she emphasised the need to be 

forward-thinking in our approach to 

technology lest what we devise today is 

obsolete tomorrow.
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This session, consisting of a panel of male judges and academics, is the first of its kind to have 

been scheduled at an IAWJ conference, and was the fulfilment of a dream of Susana Medina.  Panel 

participants were from Argentina, Mexico, Brazil,  and Kenya, and included the Vice President of the 

International Association of Judges, founded in Vienna in 1953 ,  and the Argentinian Secretary of 

Justice.    Some are proud long-time members of the IAWJ.  Almost all spoke of their commitment to 

the elimination of violence against women being a motivating influence on their decision to support 

both the appointment of women judges and initiatives designed to improve access to justice for 

complainants.  They acknowledged the vital importance of mandated courses for the judiciary on 

gender awareness and the gendered nature of violence against women.  

 

Without an independent judiciary, there are no human rights. Without judicial education (in gender 

awareness) there is no independent judiciary, was the theme of Rafael de Menezes’ contribution. 

 He spoke of the ongoing need for this education, as there are still  bizarre decisions being made by 

judges justifying violence against women, in jurisdictions from Brazil to Portugal. 

 

Professor Luis Maria Palma of Argentina highlighted the professionalism and leadership of the IAWJ 

and women judges from the association.  He singled out Justice Elena Highton de Nolasco of 

Argentina for particular praise for the leadership, skills and empathy he observed her (and other 

women judges) bring into play during the political and financial crisis in Argentina in 2001-2002 .  

 This inspired him to support IAWJ. 

 

In Mexico, despite roughly equal numbers of male and female judges, violence against women 

continues disproportionately. “While ever women are suffering violence, justice is not being done”. 

 “More women, more justice” was proposed as the theme of the conference by the speaker, to 

unanimous applause. 

 

                                                                                                                               Continues on next page...  

 

 

Session 8-  by Magistrate Stephanie Tonkin 

 

BUILDING BRIDGES WITH MALE 

ALLIES: CONVERSATION WITH 

MALE JUDGES WHO HAVE 

SUPPORTED WOMEN JUDGES 

AND THE IAWJ
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The Judge from Kenya spoke of the valuable insights into the problems faced by unrepresented 

litigants, particularly women and children as victims and defendants, gained by him as a legal 

practitioner before appointment to the bench.  He was involved in launching a Legal Aid Office in 

Kenya.  Having direct experience of the unequal position of women in his society, dominated by the 

prevailing chauvinistic culture, he announced himself prepared to be a supporter of women. 

 

A number of men spoke of the inspiration they derived not only from impressive colleagues, but 

from their daughters and their own mothers, to advocate for appointment of women to the judiciary 

as well as for women’s issues. 

 

Sufficient education of men leads to a society where a negative attitude to involvement in 

women’s issues is seen as politically incorrect, now said to be the culture among judges in Mexico. 

 They are now expanding that education to prosecutors. 

 

Improving access to justice by vulnerable groups, women and LGBTI persons, including by the use in 

courts of measures to support the giving of evidence by vulnerable witnesses (CCTV remote 

witness rooms, intervention by the bench to prevent unfair questioning of victims, sensitivity to 

the needs of child witnesses, minimising delay) was emphasised by some speakers.  The increasing 

appointment of women to the judiciary is another such measure, and the initiatives by IAWJ were 

applauded.

Session 8-  by Magistrate Stephanie Tonkin 

continues....  
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The key to the session topic was that the World Bank

has recently published its 5th biennial report measuring

the legal obstacles to women who engage in economic

activity, covering 189  economies around the world.  The

areas it reviewed were scored reflecting CEDAW and

research on the importance of individual rights for

women’s economic empowerment.  

 

Nayda Almodovar-Reteguis of the World Bank Women

Business and the Law Program spoke of the Report and

key findings.  It found one in three economies restrict

women’s freedom of movement or agency (from women

not entitled to their own national identity cards,

passports, or to open bank accounts, to those requiring

a husband or other male relative’s permission to work).

 In 75  countries women’s property rights, access to real

estate or to open a business were restricted. 104

economies restrict women’s choice of jobs, including

being banned from listed professions or sectors. There

are 59  countries which do not prevent sexual

harassment in the workplace.  On a slightly more

positive side, there are female chief justices in 32

economies, and 24% of judges of constitutional courts

are women.  The Report is a useful source of statistics

and analysis of the impact of the impediments to

women’s full participation in their communities.    

 

 

Session 9  by Judge Susan Cohen

GENDER EQUALITY AND

DISCRIMINATION IN THE

WORKPLACE – USING DATA

FROM THE WORLD BANK’S

WOMEN BUSINESS AND THE

LAW REPORT

Judge Younjin Lee from South Korea, 

acknowledged that in her country there 

have been 3  female Chief Justices and that 

women do not need their husband’s 

permission to go to work, but described 

the measures commenced three years ago 

to investigate and take action to eliminate 

obstructions to women’s road to equality in 

South Korea’s judiciary.  A National Survey 

revealed more serious problems than 

expected.  The next step mapped out how 

to remedy these, with options ranging from 

sincere apology to disciplinary proceeding. 

 A Gender Equality Guidebook for judges 

has been introduced, together with a 

Gender Perspective Training Program for 

Judges which is now compulsory.  Gender 

Oversight Judges have been appointed, and 

a forum held at the Supreme Court of 

Korea.    

 

Judge Lilia Monica Lopez Benitez of Mexico 

spoke of the issues that have arisen in 

Mexico between competing principles of 

employers offering women resumption of 

their jobs after childbirth, and the 

obligation of the state to protect the 

physical and emotional health of women 

before and after childbirth, and of the 

children.  The Supreme Court of Mexico has 

ruled on two such cases. 

 

Other speakers were Esther Kisaakye from 

Uganda and Gertrude Chawatama of 

Zambia.  Unfortunately an intended 

Australian speaker for this session, Susan 

Booth of the Fair Work Commission, was 

unable to attend.  
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                           This was a much anticipated session given Justice Ginsburg’s reputation as a world leader in 

human rights. Unfortunately, due to illness she was unable to attend the conference. As a result the 

panel who had been selected to discuss matters with Justice Ginsburg were asked to pose questions 

for Justice Ginsberg and speak briefly to those questions. It is promised that in due course the 

conference organisers will  release Justice Ginsburg’s answers. 

 

There were 14  panel members from a variety of countries including Argentina, Spain, Canada, Mexico, 

Tunisia, Germany, Armenia, Benin, Indonesia and Greece. The questions posed by members of the panel 

were thematically varied. In summary some of the questions were as follows; 

 

1 .  Gloria Poyatos Matas (Spain)  -What importance is placed on emotional intelligence in the justice 

system?  Ms Matas spoke of the difficulty of overcoming prejudice and the need for education for 

egalitarian justice. 

 

2 .  Catrina Braid (Canada)  –  How important is a fitness regime and the need to balance health and 

wellness into our working lives? 

 

                                                                                                                                                 Session Summary Continues on next page...  

 

 

Session 10  by Magistrate Jennifer Hawkins

“BUILDING BRIDGES BETWEEN AND AMONG WOMEN 

JUDGES”  - A CONVERSATION WITH US SUPREME 

COURT JUSTICE RUTH BADER GINSBURG.
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3 .  Blanca del Rosario Zamudio Valdes ( Mexico) – The theme of Ms Valdes topic was the importance 

of preventing children being exposed to violence of any form , whether physical, mental or either 

directly or indirectly. Her question for Justice Ginsberg was –Should children be bought up in a safe 

loving environment?  

 

4 .  Houwaida Makdouli (Tunisia)  – Ms Makdouli spoke of the efforts her community had taken to re- 

engage with retired judicial officers. She explained that through a programme now widely adopted 

events were held for the legal and judicial community to meet with retired judicial officers and the 

benefits that flow to all as a result. Her question was – What is your experience and what is the 

benefit of such a programme?  

                                                                         

5 .  Karen Bilda (Germany)  – Ms Bilda acknowledged that she worked in a very advanced conditions 

compared to the majority of women attending the conference. She explained that judicial officers in 

Hamburg where she worked were able to work part time and she felt this allowed her to successfully 

navigate a positive work/life balance. Bearing that in mind her question for Justice Ginsberg was –  

What is the definition of success?  

 

6 .  Stepanyan Tatevik (Armenia)  – Ms Tatevik although brief referred to several recent decisions of 

the US Supreme Court, her questions was –  Is there a human right not adopted in the Constitution of 

the USA and should there be?  

 

7 .  Dieudonne Assionvi (Benin)  – Ms Assionvi spoke of the difficulties of under privileged persons in a 

community. Her questions were-  How can women judges in their role impact on the poor? Are women 

judges able to be politically active?  

 

8 .  Handayani Pujiastuti Tuti (Indonesia)  –Ms Tuti, noting the considerable achievements of Justice 

Ginsberg asked –  What were the major challenges she faced during her career?  

 

9 .  Sofia Karistineou-Magoula (Greece)  –  How can the law keep pace with the advances with 

modern/medical technology?  

 

The session was video recorded and it is hoped that perhaps a response via video from Justice 

Ginsberg will  be uploaded in the coming months.

Session 10  by Magistrate Jennifer Hawkins 

Continues...  
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PHOTO SUMMARY OF THE IAWJ 14TH BIENNIAL 

CONFERENCE & GALA NIGHT - TERESA O’DOHERTY  

IAWJ HUMAN RIGHTS AWARD 2018 
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 The NSW Committee hosted a dinner for 

Jane Mathews in Sydney on Saturday 21st 

April to mark her final retirement and very 

lengthy judicial career, including as a 

founder of the Australian Association of 

Women Judges and former President of the 

International Association of Women 

Judges.  

Events - Supplemental News 

RETIREMENT DINNER FOR THE HONOURABLE JANE 

MATHEWS, AO
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