
Australian Association of Women Judges 
Advancing human rights and equal justice for all 

President’s Report to the 2022 AGM 

Membership status 

There are currently 211 financial members throughout Australia. We will shortly follow up former 
members who are no longer financial to encourage them to renew their membership. 

The UN International Day for Women Judges 

Brisbane event - I am proud of the AAWJ’s celebration of the inaugural UN Day of Women Judges. The 
formal speeches were very well received and Dr Anita Heiss was as dynamic, engaging, and thought 
provoking as I had hoped. Her challenge for the organisation to endorse the Uluru Statement from the 
Heart is on the agenda for this meeting. It was so wonderful to have Shakila Shigarf in Brisbane, where 
she met Kay Danes, who was instrumental in her evacuation, and to be reunited with Robyn Tupman 
and Sue Purdon-Sully, both of whom were such important supports for her during their evacuation. 

What didn’t work so well was the telephone interpreter for the Afghan judges in Sydney and 
Melbourne. We have learnt some lessons for the future if we ever do it that way again! However, the 
judges in Brisbane and Melbourne were supported by Dari speakers. 

Local gatherings - Local gatherings were held in several places – Darwin (with a huge turnout!), Alice 
Springs, Canberra, Melbourne, Hobart, Adelaide and Perth. In Melbourne, 3 of the Afghan judges 
attended in person and were supported by an interpreter who volunteered her time. WA is 
planning an event in September. 

So many people did a lot of work to make the event a success and we were generously supported for 
some of the local gatherings. I would like to make special mention of my EA, Elise Naran, who worked 
tirelessly for weeks to get the event off the ground, and to the associates at the Land Court and the 
Supreme Court in Qld, who volunteered on the night, in particular my associate Sienna McInnes-Smith. 

The Law Report - The final aspect of the celebrations is the 2-part story about women judges and the 
work of the AAWJ and IAWJ on the ABC Law Report. If you haven’t heard them yet, do take the time. 
They are an important record of the work done in the last year or so. They also contain excellent 
interviews with judges around the Asia-Pacific region, including Rosie Johnson from PNG. Her 
interview is special. 

The Afghan Judges and their AAWJ partner judges 

I have kept the membership generally informed of major developments as they have occurred. 

There are 17 Afghan judges now in Australia, 9 in Melbourne, 7 in Sydney and 1 in regional NSW. We 
have already had a number of activities to welcome the judges in both Melbourne and Sydney, with 
more to come. During Ramadan, we facilitated or funded the judges to participate in a number of 



community Iftar dinners to increase their connection with relevant community groups and support 
them during this important spiritual time. Our Afghan community has already grown, with the birth 
of a grandson to Judge Shakila Shigarf in Melbourne, and another baby is due any day to Judge Monasa 
Naseri in Sydney. 

All of the Judges have at least 1 AAWJ member who has volunteered to be their partner judge. I cannot 
say enough about the importance of this program and want to sincerely thank the partner judges who 
are working with each Judge and their family. They are providing friendship as well as support, and 
many have been generous in providing support for family necessities, as well as volunteering their 
time. The Afghan judges are so appreciative of this. I think this is the mark of an association of women 
– that we understand how critical social connection is. Some judges have been on the job since 
November last year, others are just joining the program. These are ongoing relationships that the 
partner judges tell me are enriching their lives.  

Our AAWJ partner judges are, in no particular order: 

In Vic - Frances Millane, Pamela Tate, Diana Bryant, Sue Cohen, Caitlin English, Fiona Todd, Wendy 
Wilmoth, Julie Dodds-Streeton, Urfa Masood, Pamela Jenkins and Jane Campton. 

In NSW – Robyn Tupman, Bev Schurr, Nicola Pain, Pauline Wright, Debra Maher, Judy Ryan and Jenny 
Boland. 

I make a special mention of Robyn Tupman here. As well as coordinating the partner judges in NSW, 
Robyn is working full time on the District Court and spending countless hours in her role as 
Secretary/Treasurer of the IAWJ and a member of the Afghan support committee. In that role, Robyn 
is part of the international effort to facilitate other judges finding refuge in Australia and elsewhere. 
She has earned our admiration and commendation for this work. 

Donated funds 

The Treasurer’s report includes the details of funds donated or raised to date, including from the Qld 
raffle, which has raised more than $20,000.  

Allocation of donated funds 

After a discussion at a committee meeting about the use of donated funds, I met with Robyn Tupman 
(Secretary/Treasurer of the IAWJ and Immediate Past President of the AAWJ) and Frances Millane 
(former Vice President of the AAWJ) who are both partner judges and actively working with the other 
partner judges in Sydney and Melbourne respectively.  

We agreed to put two things to the next AAWJ committee: 

1. Revised rules for the use of donated funds 
2. A proposal for allocation of funds donated to date and expected to be raised from our ongoing 

activities. 

Rules for use of donated funds 

The Committee originally some rules for the use of the funds which included a number of purposes 
that, with the benefit of hindsight, are either not required or not appropriate: 

• Interpreting services (we have access to a free govt service) 
• Transport and accommodation costs in transit to the judge’s ultimate destination and support 

in establishing a new home (these costs have been met through govt services) 



• Short term emergency Income support (we have inadequate funds to provide meaningful 
support of this nature) 

We will propose to the next AAWJ Committee that we adopt the following rules for the use of donated 
funds: 

1. The AAWJ committee will oversee the use of the funds raised to support Afghan women 
judges. 

2. Donations must be spent in directly assisting Afghan women judges, whether they were 
evacuated or remain in Afghanistan, including in the following ways: 

a. Legal advice and assistance relating to visas for Judges or their family members 
b. Education and vocational training for the judges or family members, including costs 

associated with English language courses 
c. Support to enhance social engagement, such as driving lessons, swimming lessons, 

membership of community groups.  
 

Proposal for the allocation of donated funds 

We will propose the following allocation of donated funds: 

1. $1,605.00 will be used to purchase 12 months access to an online English language program 
that can be accessed by the 17 judges and their family members (already approved by the 
committee). 

2. A sum of $85,000 will be allocated to the 17 judges currently in Australia for purposes 
identified in the rules above.  

3. Each of those judges will be allocated a sum of up to $5,000, reduced by any funds already 
paid by the AAWJ on behalf of a Judge for these purposes. 

4. Access to and accounting for the allocation will require: 
a. Each partner judge(s) to discuss with their judge how they wish to use their allocation. 
b. The partner judge(s) to advise the President how the judge proposes to use their 

allocation.  
c. The President authorising payment/reimbursement, providing the use is for a purpose 

identified in the rules, and upon receiving verification of the expense. 
5. If a judge has not used all or any of their allocation by 31 January 2023, the allocation will 

lapse, unless the President, in consultation with the partner judge(s) approves an extension 
of time for good reason. 

6. Prior to the next AGM, the AAWJ Committee will consider the use of any further funds 
donated or raised beyond the $85,000 allocated above. 

Support for the PNG JWA 

There has not been the usual conference activity, but the AAWJ supported the PNG JWA in two ways 
this year. 

First, we put Rosie Johnson, President of the PNG JWA, in contact with Damien Carrick for the Law 
Report episodes on women judges. Rosie’s contribution was magnificent. If you have not already done 
so, please go to the Radio National Law Report page and listen to them. 

Second, one of our members, Berna Collier, is in PNG at the moment and we have provided finances 
for her to host an evening gathering of members of the association. Berna will report back to the 
committee when she returns to Australia. 



Website upgrade 

With the generous service provided by Alex Hawkins in WA (Jenny Hawkins’ husband) we have 
substantially improved the administrative arrangements for the AAWJ in the following ways: 

• Our membership database is linked through the website to our membership application and 
renewal process 

• Membership can be applied for and renewed online 
• Email communications are managed through Mailchimp which, amongst other helpful 

features, can identify which emails have been opened by the recipients 

We are in the process of the following further improvements: 

• Adding a Life Membership page to profile our life members (currently Jane Matthews) 
• Improving ease of access to lists of financial and non-financial members 
• Further refining the membership application/renewal page 

The AAWJ has a website technician engaged on a monthly retainer to maintain the website, report on 
activity, and upgrade as required. 

What’s on the agenda for 2022/2023? 

• Developing a diversity strategy and policy which goes beyond gender 
• Continuing to fund raise for and support Afghan women judges and helping those here to 

develop opportunities for them and their families 
• Further investigating options for securing tax deductible status for donations for any 

charitable activities of the AAWJ (particularly for the Afghan women judges) 
• Digitising the AAWJ records for ease of access by office bearers around the county 
• Upcoming events are: 

o The IAWJ international conference is expected to be in Morocco 11-14 May 2023 
o The first meeting of the AAWJ Committee is scheduled for Thursday 18 August at 6pm 

(to facilitate the WA members attending) 
o Session at the AJOA Colloquium on Afghan Women Judges – including a video of 

judges in Australia and a Q&A in person with Judge Shigarf and Judge Atahee 

 

 
Fleur Kingham 
President, AAWJ  


