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PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE

Three days of compelling sessions exploring the most pressing issues facing justice systems
across the Asia Pacific, presented by leading judicial officers, academics and practitioners
from throughout the region. More sessions are under development and will be available on

the conference website once confirmed and finalised.

Engage. Connect. Lead.

Opening Ceremony

A formal welcome to open the conference, featuring a Welcome to Country, Roll Call of
Delegations and addresses from the Chief Justice of South Australia and invited dignitaries.
Delegates are encouraged to bring their national flags for the Roll Call.

Is it too late for some? The devastating impact of climate change in the
Pacific and the real message from the ICJ Advisory Opinion

The ocean is rising and Pacific women are leading the response. This session brings to life the
work behind the ICJ’s landmark advisory opinion on climate change — the cultural protocols
navigated, the evidence gathered, and the voices of Pacific women who are fighting for their
communities, their land and their future at the intersection of gender, race, environment and
human rights.

Featuring: Fleur Alofipo Ramsay — Victorian Bar; Samoan Human Rights Lawyer

Bench and Beyond: Al as a Judicial Tool

Al is already changing how courts work. This hands-on session moves past the hype to explore
the practical reality — how judicial officers across the region are using Al to manage workflows,
prepare cases, optimise listings and navigate the ethical questions that come with it. Expect real-
world case studies, a frank discussion of risks including hallucinations and confidentiality, and
insights from the coalface of judicial innovation.

Featuring: Dr Luigi Barone (Al Specialist), Deputy President Teresa Dobson (Fair Work
Commission), with regional perspectives including Justice Lee, Sook Yeon (Korea) and others TBC

Relationships Shouldn’t Hurt — Domestic Violence: A Cultural Perspective

From coercive control legislation in Australia to the devastating rates of physical and sexual
violence in Papua New Guinea and across the Pacific, this session confronts domestic violence
in all its forms. Hear from a leading Australian journalist, a Family Court judge, an academic at
the forefront of law reform, and judicial officers from the region who see the human cost every
day in their courtrooms.

Featuring: Jess Hill (Author & Journalist), Judge Kate Hughes (Family Court), Professor Heather
Douglas, Magistrate Jai Pandya, with regional panellists including Judge Sim, Yong A (Korea) and
others TBC

Into the Light: Tackling the Crisis of Child Exploitation Material

Behind the screens, children are being exploited on an industrial scale. This confronting but
essential session brings together a world-leading researcher, the officers who investigate these
crimes across borders, and a judicial officer from the Philippines where cross-jurisdictional
operations have rescued children from harm. A moderated panel will explore how courts can
better protect survivors and respond to this truly international crisis.

Featuring: Professor Michael Salter (UNSW / Childlight), SA Joint Anti Child Exploitation Team
(SAPOL & AFP), with regional panellists including Judge Maria Josefina G. San Juan Torres
(Philippines) and others TBA




Beyond the Bench: Sustaining the Women Who Serve Justice

Judging takes a toll that few outside the profession understand. This session opens an honest
conversation about judicial wellbeing — from expert insights on vicarious trauma and burnout to
the reality that many jurisdictions across the Pacific have no formal support structures at all. A
space to share what works, what’s missing, and how we can do better for the women who hold
the scales.

Featuring: Leading academics and a regional panel TBC

Stepping Up: Women Advancing Judicial Leadership in the Asia Pacific

Women are reshaping judicial leadership across the region, and this session celebrates how.
From the IAWJ’s groundbreaking WILIL initiative to the Philippines’ experience implementing it,
from new leadership pathways in Indonesia to the bold formation of the Pacific Association of
Women Judicial Officers — hear the stories of women who are stepping up, and the networks
making it possible.

Featuring: Sarah Turberville IAWJ Executive Director), Philippines Women Judges Association,
Justice Nani Indrawati (Indonesia) with regional leadership perspectives speakers TBC

This is a preliminary programme and additional sessions are in development.
The full programme, including confirmed speakers and session details, will be
available on the conference website as they are finalised.

SOCIAL PROGRAMME

Tuesday Evening — At leisure

OPTIONAL EXTRA

Ease into the conference with fellow delegates over drinks at a venue close to the hotel before
heading off to dinner at one of Adelaide’s many excellent restaurants. Further information to be
provided close to the date.

Wednesday Evening — Official Welcome Reception
INCLUDED IN REGISTRATION FEE

A formal welcome with drinks and canapés in the elegant surrounds of the Supreme Court of
South Australia. The perfect opportunity to connect with colleagues from across the region.

Friday Evening — Conference Gala Dinner
INCLUDED IN REGISTRATION FEE

An evening of celebration at the magnificent Adelaide Town Hall with live music, dancing and
wonderful company. Dress code: National Dress or formal attire.

Saturday — Experience Adelaide
OPTIONAL EXTRA

Extend your stay and explore South Australia. Optional activities include a group excursion to
Seppeltsfield in the renowned Barossa Valley wine region, Adelaide Zoo, Cleland Wildlife Park,
the Adelaide Oval Roof Climb, Adelaide Central Market, galleries, museums, wine tasting and
sailing.




CONFERENCE DETAILS

Dates: 13 — 15 May 2026 (pre- and post-conference events on 12 and 16 May)
Venue: Adelaide Marriott Hotel, Adelaide, South Australia
Language: English
Translation: Sunflower Al live translation will be available through your mobile
device throughout the conference
Hosted by: Australian Association of Women Judges (AAWJ)

REGISTER NOW

www.aawj.org

This programme is subject to change.
Full programme details will be available on the conference website once confirmed.



https://www.aawj.org/international-association-of-women-judges-2026-asia-pacific-regional-conference/



